Psychological and rheumatic symptoms of women requesting silicone breast implant removal.
In this case series, we describe the psychological and rheumatic symptoms of 52 women requesting breast implant removal. Main outcome measures include psychological evaluation with the Brief Symptom Inventory and the Beck Depression Inventory. Clinical evaluation was performed using a rheumatic symptom survey. Results noted elevation of all Brief Symptom Inventory subscales (highest in Somatization and Obsessive-Compulsive), and the Beck Depression Inventory showed mild depression. Rheumatic survey noted a mean of 12 of 23 symptoms. In conclusion, psychological distress and mild depression are noted in this group, who also may experience rheumatic symptoms of connective tissue disease. There was a moderate positive correlation between rheumatic symptoms and psychological distress.